HOME    LIFE    AT    SAYES    COURT
time visiting Bath, where he found a great deal to
occupy his attention. After a break, when for some
unexplained reason he had to return to Deptford,
he sets out again and meets his wife at Oxford, where
they have a perfect orgy of sightseeing, functions
and feasting in many of the colleges. At Wadham he
visits "that miracle of a youth Mr. Christopher
Wren.33 Manuscripts in the Bodleian, skeletons in
the library of St. John's, a service In Magdalen
chapel, Mr. Christopher Gibbons (son of Orlando
Gibbons), "giving us a taste of his skill on the organ,"
and the transparent apiaries which "the most obliging
and universally curious Dr. Wilkins" showed them
at Wadham, made up a combination of the odd, the
interesting and the beautiful which was Evelyn's
special delight. After a week, "satisfied with the
civilities of Oxford/3 they continued their journey*
Sir John Glanville, another of Mrs. Evelyn's uncles
and a former Speaker, entertained them at Broad
Hinton, and they paid a visit to the "humorous old
knight/' Sir Edward Baynton, who kept up the
custom of trying to make all his visitors,. Including
the servants, drunk. Evelyn, who "escaped great
dangers" from the behaviour of his coachman, who
was in this condition on the journey home, condemns
this custom as "barbarous and much unbecoming a
Knight and a Christian." Cadcnham was their
centre for a while, from which they visited Salisbury
and Wilton, where he specially admires Lord Pem-
broke's house and garden, and Stonehenge and
Devizes, Gloucester Cathedral he is obliged to admit
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